
 

City of Corunna 
Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, September 6, 2011 
 
Present: Perdue, Sarrazin, Haskins, Reichert.      
 
Absent: Jessen (excused), Johnson (excused) 
 
Guests: Merilee Lawson, City Assessor/Planner; Tim Crawford, DPW Supervisor; Sgt. Kevin 

Clark; Sharon Morehouse; Bob Morehouse; Jessie Robison, Representative of Argus 
Press; Officer Nick Chiros; Gary Arnold; Diane Johnson; Sharon & William Newton.  

 
The meeting was called to order in the council chambers of Corunna City Hall by Mayor Kerridge at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING: Sarrazin moved, Perdue seconded, to 

approve the previous regular meeting minutes dated August 15, 2011 as presented.  
Roll call vote: 

 Yes: Sarrazin, Haskins, Reichert, Perdue. 
 No: None. 
    Motion CARRIED. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL: Sarrazin moved to approve the agenda with the following additions and 
changes: #1a. Excuse Arnie Jessen due of work conflict, #1b. Excuse Dawn Johnson due to work 
conflict.  #2. Add #9 Bridge Inspection.  #3.  Add #10 SATA re-appointment.  Add #11 IFT for 
American Pellet IFT.  Reichert seconded the motion.   
 Roll call vote: 

Yes: Haskins, Reichert, Perdue, Sarrazin,  
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS: Sarrazin moved, Reichert seconded, to  

approve the vendor disbursements for 8-5-11 through 8-18-11 and 8-19-11 through 9-1-11 as 
presented.   

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Haskins, Reichert, Perdue, Sarrazin,   
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED. 

 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  
 None. 
 
CONSIDER EXCUSAL OF COUNCILPERSON JESSEN FROM THE SEPTEMBER 6, 2011  
COUNCIL MEETING:  Sarrazin moved, Reichert seconded, to excuse Councilperson Arnie Jessen 
from the September 6, 2011 council meeting due to work conflict. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Reichert, Perdue, Haskins, Sarrazin. 
 No:  None.  Motion CARRIED 
 



 

CONSIDER EXCUSAL OF COUNCILPERSON DAWN JOHNSON FROM THE SEPTEMBER 6, 
2011 COUNCIL MEETING: Reichert moved, Perdue seconded, to excuse Councilperson Dawn 
Johnson from the September 6, 2011 council meeting due a work conflict.   
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Haskins, Perdue, Sarrazin, Reichert. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED. 
 
SET PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER ORDINANCE #11-04:  Set for 9-19-11 at 7:10 pm to 
consider Ordinance #11-04.  Sarrazin moved, Reichert seconded, to set the public hearing as 
presented.     
 Roll call vote:   
 Yes:   Sarrazin, Perdue, Reichert, Haskins. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED. 
 
C2AE CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS REPORT:  Joe Sawyer introduced Gary Arnold and Jim 
Binster.  Gary explained the dewatering problems in this project.  The contractor made a claim on  
8-3-11 stating their efforts have not been successful and want to know what the City wants them to do.  
He said he feels they sat on this claim and did not attempt to seek out another solution.  Gary said he 
felt it was not the ground conditions as much as the method used to do the dewatering.  He said in the 
next few days, the contractors will be drilling some test pit excavations to determine the differing 
conditions.  There have been some problems getting approval from DEQ for the next drilling however 
he is still working on it.  He said he is also pursuing grants from Rural Development for any added 
expenses.  He said out objective is to get them back to work on the job.    
 
CITY MANAGER REVIEW OF YEAR END BUDGET:  Joe Sawyer said the audit is currently in 
progress.  He referred to page 35 of the council packets for a line by line explanation.  He did note the 
General Fund was budgeted to possibly take $100,000 from Fund Balance and now it appears that we 
are $8,000 to the good.  This year it is budgeted to take $60,000 from Fund Balance.  
 
CONSIDER RESIGNATION OF DARREN DEESE FROM THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION:  Reichert moved, Sarrazin seconded, to accept the resignation of Darren Deese from 
the Parks and Recreation Commission.  
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes: Haskins, Sarrazin, Perdue, Reichert. 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER RESIGNATION OF DAN TOMLINSON FROM THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION:  Reichert moved, Sarrazin seconded, to accept the resignation of Dan Tomlinson 
from the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes: Sarrazin, Reichert, Perdue, Haskins 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
 
CONSIDER RESIGNATION OF COREY LAMROUEX FROM THE SOFTBALL COMMISSION: 



 

Reichert moved, Sarrazin seconded, to accept the resignation of Corey Lamrouex from the Softball 
Commission. 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes:  Perdue, Sarrazin, Reichert, Haskins 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF BART CARPENTER TO THE SOFTBALL COMMISSION 
INDEFINITE:  Sarrazin moved, Reichert seconded, to accept Bart Carpenter to the Softball 
Commission indefinite. 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes: Reichert, Sarrazin, Haskins, Perdue. 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER DDA INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT – RENEW COMMITMENT FOR DIG GRANT 
AT 10%:  Joe Sawyer said a few months ago the city applied for a DIG application and we applied for 
grant money to rebuild two parking lots, H & H Grocery with the DDA owns and the other was the 
one behind City Hall, however we were unsuccessful.  This was a very small pot of funds and it the 
first round of DIG grants.  They have now announced a second round and it is better funded than the 
first.  He said he feels we have a very good chance obtaining this grant and has asked the DDA to 
reapply.   
He said in the first application, council originally approved a 10% match for this project and the DDA 
put in for a 21% match, totally a 31% match.  The grant did not require this, however the higher the 
match, the greater the chance of getting it.  He referred to page 42 and 44 of the council packet for the 
project figures.  The City’s portion would be $28,700.  Sarrazin moved, Perdue seconded, to renew 
our commitment to give a 10% match to the funds if the grant application is successful.   
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes: Sarrazin, Reichert, Perdue, Haskins 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER A BRIDGE INSPECTION (required every two years):  According to MDOT standard 
requirements, it is required to have a bridge inspection every two years.  C2ae is proposing to 
complete the inspection during the month of September with an estimated fee of $3,500.  Sarrazin 
moved, Reichert seconded, to accept the Bridge Inspection by C2ae, not to exceed $3,500.   
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes: Reichert, Sarrazin, Haskins, Perdue 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF JOE SAWYER TO THE SATA BOARD (EXPIRES  
10-1-2014):  Sarrazin moved, Reichert seconded, to appoint Joe Sawyer to the SATA Board.   
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes: Reichert, Perdue, Haskins, Sarrazin 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 



 

CONSIDER THE IFT FOR AMERICAN PELLET COMPANY:  Assessor Merilee Lawson advised 
that American Pellet Company has been unresponsive regarding their application.   
 
CALL TO THE AUDIENCE:  Kevin Clark expressed his concerns with the City wanting to eliminate 
the Sergeant position away from the Police Department.   
 
ROUND TABLE:  Reichert advised that there are ongoing discussions with the police union over 
contract issues.  Joe Sawyer said there have been no worthwhile concessions offered.  Nick Chiros 
spoke up and said he wanted to clarify that.  He said they were told to hold off until October 1st.  Nick 
said Joe has not come to them.  He said a few months ago Kevin went to Joe and asked him about an 
early out.  Joe came up with a proposal on what the City could so, but attached to the proposal was 
20% in cuts that Nick would have to make in order for Kevin to leave.  He said other than that, they 
have not been approached about talking.  He said they are more than willing to sit down and talk 
however, these concessions are outrageous.  We’ve lost our overtime for over a year now.  He said he 
has been cut in his opt out payment and is being treated differently than the other employees.  The 
other employees lost $50 a month and he is losing $200 a month.  He said when he asked about being 
treated differently, he was told if he opened up the contract then he would be treated the same.  So 
that’s where they are at now.   
 
Haskins said he thought they were trying to come up with solution because everyone has had to make 
some concessions.  Joe Sawyer said he put together a 30 page packet of proposals and Nick saw them 
and we talked about them before they ever went to the union representative.  He said they have spoken 
and met on multiple occasions.  I was told that the only thing that would be accepted was the two 
holidays they would lose.  Merilee said this was not the place and this discussion should be taking 
place in negotiations. 
 
Haskins said he was recently notified that his union contacted him saying his pension and retirement is 
also changing.  He said at one time he had full insurance benefits and now two years later, he does not.   
 
Sarrazin said this is something we need to work on and we do have a labor committee for this purpose. 
We need to get with Joe and see what these proposals are.  Joe told him he already saw them.  Sarrazin 
said he didn’t recall seeing anything.   
 
Kevin said he feels all members of the labor committee are not aware of the discussions or the 
proposals that have taken place.   
 
The Mayor said he thinks everything should start over starting with the Union Representative.  This is 
not the time or place to negotiate this.   
 
Sarrazin said tonight is the first time he has heard about taking the Sergeant position away or 40 hours.     
 
Kevin said if council wants to cut time, they why are they increasing the Chief’s hours October 1st.   
 
Joe said all of this has been by council directive and if they want to change them, they need to get with 
him.   
 
Joe asked Nick for the record, does he feel the Sergeant position should not be eliminated?  Nick said 
he felt this was something that should be talked about.  Kevin told Joe he should not put Nick on the 



 

spot like that.  Joe said this is the form he chose.  The Mayor again said this discussion should stop, so 
let’s move on. 
 
Perdue thanked Merilee’s extra efforts for trying to work with American Pellet’s IFT.  He also told the 
police officers that he appreciates them and what they do.   
 
Kerridge said yesterday was the Labor Day walk and he said 300 people participated.  The pancake 
breakfast had 133 adults and they profited $520.00.  He said they registered people and could see that 
a lot of people are coming into the area for this event.   
 
ADJOURN:  Sarrazin moved, Haskins seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 pm. 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 Yes: Haskins, Reichert, Perdue, Sarrazin 
 No: None 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Charles Kerridge, Mayor    Nichole L. Cowdrey, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
 


