
 

City of Corunna 
Regular Council Meeting 

Monday, May 2, 2011 
 
Present: Kerridge, Mehigh, Sarrazin, Johnson, Haskins, Reichert.  
 
Absent: Jessen (excused). 
 
Guests: Joe Sawyer, City Manager; Judy Horton; Donna Kerridge; Jessie Robison, The 

Argus-Press; Merilee Lawson, Assessor/Planner; Audrey Forbush, Plunkett & 
Cooney; and Gary Arnold, C2AE.  

 
The meeting was called to order in the council chambers of Corunna City Hall by Mayor Kerridge 
at  
 7:00 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING:  Johnson moved, Reichert seconded to  

approve the previous regular meeting minutes dated April 18, 2011 as presented. 
Roll call vote: 

 Yes: Sarrazin, Johnson, Haskins, Reichert, Mehigh.  
 No: None. 
    Motion CARRIED 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Reichert moved, Johnson seconded to approve the agenda by changing  

Item No. 1 to 1A and adding Item No. 1) Consider Excusal of Councilperson Jessen From 
the May 2, 2011 Council Meeting Due to Work Conflict.  

 Roll call vote: 
Yes: Sarrazin, Johnson, Haskins, Reichert, Mehigh. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS:  Johnson moved, Haskins seconded  
 to approve the vendor disbursements dated 04-19-11 and 04-29-11. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Johnson, Haskins, Reichert, Mehigh, Sarrazin. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
INTRODUCTION OF 2011 BUDDY POPPY QUEEN:  Russ Kregger advised the 2011 Buddy  

Poppy Queen could not be at the meeting because she is a four-year starting member of the 
soccer team and she had a game tonight.  Her name is Amber Devoe and she is a senior at 
Corunna High School.  Mr. Kregger further advised the Buddy Poppies will be sold May 5, 
6 & 7 at the Town Tub, Walmart, Kroger and Applebees.                

 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  Donna Kerridge, 210 E. McNeil Street, stated she had a large garage sale  

last weekend.  The community center had some dishes that did not appear to be used too 
often so she offered to sell them in her garage sale.  She presented the city council with a 



 

check for $175 from the sale of those items.  She further stated the rest of the unsold dishes 
will be sold at the city garage sale on Saturday. 

 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  Joe Sawyer advised the first city market was held on Sunday.   

There were about 15 vendors present.  The vendors were happy with their sales.  It was a fun 
environment and people are excited about it.  Councilperson Mehigh asked what the market 
hours are.  Mr. Sawyer advised 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.   
 
The construction has begun in the city and if anyone gets a complaint, please direct them to 
city hall and Tim Crawford will handle them.  For the most part, things are going really well 
and the construction crews are moving fast.     

 
CONSIDER EXCUSAL OF COUNCILPERSON JESSEN FROM THE MAY 2, 2011  

COUNCIL MEETING DUE TO WORK CONFLICT:  Johnson moved, Haskins seconded 
to excuse Councilperson Jessen from the May 2, 2011 council meeting due to work conflict. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Haskins, Reichert, Mehigh, Sarrazin, Johnson. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 
 

CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO THE CORUNNA YOUTH SPORTS AND RECREATION  
COMMISSION:  Johnson moved, Sarrazin seconded to appoint Doug Balcom, Amy Garrett 
and Todd Moser to the Corunna Youth Sports and Recreation Commission serving at the 
pleasure of the council for an indefinite term.   
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Reichert, Mehigh, Sarrazin, Johnson, Haskins. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF T-BALL FIELD ADDITION:  Mr. Sawyer advised there was no plan  

to add another field, but due to increased enrollment of t-ball players, there is a need to build 
another t-ball field.  Sarrazin moved, Reichert seconded to approve the construction of the 
fourth t-ball field as requested. 

   Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Johnson, Reichert, Mehigh, Sarrazin, Haskins. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER ADDITIONAL PAVING OF NORTH SHIAWASSEE STREET:  Gary Arnold, 
C2AE,  

stated North Shiawassee Street currently has four lanes and is 52 feet wide from curb to curb 
and traffic counts do not justify them so the street will be made into three lanes.  There was 
some concern about the ability of trucks being able to turn in and out of Sleeseman Drive.  
A truck turning north off of Sleeseman Drive can make the turn if the curb is moved in six 
feet.  A truck turning into Sleeseman Drive from the north heading west crosses over the 
south side of the road because it has a 28 foot turn radius which is too small.  If the turn 
radius is changed to a 55 foot turn radius, a truck will easily stay within its own lane as it 



 

turns in.  The bottom line is moving the turn radius in six feet from the east side will 
maintain the turn radiuses.  If the city wants to change the design back from where it is now, 
it will cost an additional $48,000 dollars from the bid price.  One option is to move the turn 
radius back three feet which will leave the street with three 12-foot lanes, a three foot striped 
road shoulder on the east side and a six foot striped road shoulder on the west side with an 
additional cost of $25,000.  Councilperson Sarrazin asked if the fire hydrant on the 
northwest corner of Sleeseman Drive will be removed.  Mr. Arnold advised no because no 
construction will be done on the west side at this time.  Councilperson Sarrazin stated the 
turn radius is still going to be bad.  Mr. Arnold advised yes it is.  Councilperson Sarrazin 
stated the fire hydrant gets hit all the time.  Mr. Arnold advised the fire hydrant could be 
moved back four or five feet.  Councilperson Sarrazin stated that was his only concern and 
he thought three lanes was the way to go.  Mr. Sawyer advised from a design perspective the 
turn radius works just like the one downtown does.  There are trucks that drive over the curb 
and sidewalks daily and the light pole on the corner is taken down at least once a year.  He 
further advised a three foot shoulder would be a very good sized shoulder.  Mr. Arnold is 
here tonight because Consumers and the contractor need to know where the curb line is 
going back in.  Mr. Sawyer also advised it is designed with a six foot shoulder and now is 
the time to make a decision.  There is money in the major street fund that can be used on 
whichever option council chooses.  Councilperson Reichert asked Mr. Arnold if he had a 
recommendation.  Mr. Arnold advised no.  The city could leave it the way it is or move it 
back three or four feet.  Mr. Sawyer stated based on the water main issue on the west side 
and the green belt issue on the east side, he would steer away from the six foot design 
recognizing that the street will be three lanes.  Mr. Arnold advised a three foot shoulder on 
both sides would give a truck driver a little bit more room to turn.  Mr. Sawyer asked 
council if they had any preference.  Councilperson Sarrazin advised he was good with the 
three foot shoulder.  Sarrazin moved, Johnson seconded to approve the three-foot curb 
setback for the east side of the North Shiawassee Street project with funding to come out of 
the contingency fund if available or the major street fund.   

   Roll call vote: 
Yes: Reichert, Sarrazin, Haskins, Mehigh, Johnson.  
No: None. 

   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER OLMSTED BUILDING AND MOTOR POOL ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS:   

Mr. Sawyer stated he asked Jed Dingens to give him a proposal for three different projects; 
Corunna City Centre for the DDA, Motor pool lean-to on the west side of the building for 
equipment storage and the unfinished area in the Olmsted Building.  If the council is 
prepared to move forward with the design plans, he would recommend approval of the 
motor pool lean-to drawings and Olmsted building drawings minus the construction 
observation fees, which he does not believe is needed at this time.  Councilperson Johnson 
asked how much was being requested.  Mr. Sawyer advised $3,500.  Councilperson Sarrazin 
asked where the money was coming from.  Mr. Sawyer advised the municipal building fund.    
Johnson moved, Sarrazin seconded to approve $3,500 coming from the municipal building 
fund for the Olmsted building and Motor pool architectural drawings with Dingens 
Architects. 

 
 



 

 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Johnson, Reichert, Mehigh, Haskins, Sarrazin. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER ROTH 457 PLAN AMENDMENT:  Mr. Sawyer advised this is a new offering for an  

employee that is interested.  This Roth plan allows an employee to pay the taxes before the 
money goes into the plan so additional taxes do not have to be paid when the money comes 
out.  There is no cost to the city.  Mehigh moved, Reichert seconded to approve the Roth 
457 Plan amendment as proposed. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Haskins, Mehigh, Sarrazin, Johnson, Reichert. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  Judy Horton stated one of the construction workers backed into a car on  
 McArthur Street.  The Easter egg hunt was wonderful this year.   
 

Mr. Sawyer stated the city garage and craft show will be held this coming weekend.  Ms. 
Kerridge asked what time it starts.  Mr. Sawyer advised 9 a.m. 
 
Ms. Kerridge advised the Corunna city market was great.  She went twice and everyone was 
busy.   

 
ROUNDTABLE:  Councilperson Reichert advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 
 Councilperson Haskins advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 
 Councilperson Johnson advised she had nothing to discuss. 
 

Councilperson Sarrazin advised the snow hill warming hut is well underway and will be 
ready in July.  
 
Councilperson Mehigh advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 
Mayor Kerridge advised he had nothing to discuss. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION-CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY OVER PENDING 
LITIGATION:   

Johnson moved, Haskins seconded to leave regular session and enter executive session for 
consultation with attorney over pending litigation. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Sarrazin, Mehigh, Johnson, Reichert, Haskins. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 7:58 p.m. 
 



 

No Action took place during the closed session.  Sarrazin moved, Johnson seconded to leave 
executive session and return to regular session. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Reichert, Mehigh, Sarrazin, Haskins, Johnson. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 8:56 p.m. 
 
No action took place during the closed session 
 

ADJOURN:  Johnson moved, Sarrazin seconded to adjourn. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Johnson, Haskins, Sarrazin, Reichert, Mehigh.  

No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 8:56 p.m.     
 
 
 

_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Charles Kerridge, Mayor    Nichole L. Cowdrey, City Clerk/Treasurer 


